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The InternatIonal doSe-reSPonSe 
SocIetY is a professional society designed to enhance 
understanding of the nature of the dose response and its 
implications for science and society. Those Individuals 
with a professional interest in these areas are invited to 
join the Society. Applications for membership can be 
found at www.dose-response.org. 

As part of the InternatIonal doSe-reSPonSe 
SocIetY membership, each member will receive a 
subscription to the e-journal Dose-Response, which is 
a peer-reviewed quarterly journal. Members will receive 
a 25% reduction in registration fees to Dose-Response 
2015: Implications for Toxicology, Medicine, and Risk 
Assessment, the Annual Meeting of the International 
Dose-Response Society.

To Become a Member, Visit www.dose-response.org
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Iran 
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Samaneh Nematollahi, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, 
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A Discrete Drug Dilution Model for Personalized 
Medicine Based on Non-Linear Threshold 
Philosophy
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A Novel Nanodosimetry Drug Quantification Model 
to Treat Chronic Diseases
Jahangir A. Satti, Albany Medical College, Albany, New York, USA

The Adaptive Response Induced by Chronic 
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Xiaopei Shi, Carmel Mothersill, Colin Seymour, McMaster 
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Examining The Effects of Low-dose Radiation on 
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oVERVIEW
The International Dose-Response Society is proud to announce the Recipients of the annual awards for Outstanding 
Career Achievement, Outstanding New Investigator and Outstanding Leadership.  These Awards are presented to 
individuals in each category who have made outstanding contribution to the field of Dose-Response.

This year’s awards go to: Carol S. Marcus, Mark L. Miller, and S.A.R.I. Scientists for Accurate Radiation Information 
for Outstanding Leadership, Giancarlo Lopez-Martinez  for Outstanding New Investigator; and Thomas E. Johnson for 
Outstanding Career Achievement.  Congratulations to all.

THOMAS E. JOHNSON
Tom Johnson, the recipient of the 2016 Outstanding Career Achievement Award, is a Professor at the University 
of Colorado Boulder in the Department of Integrative Physiology. He is also a Fellow of the Institute of Behavioral 
Genetics where he first affiliated in 1981. 

Dr. Johnson received his BS at MIT, where he worked with David Baltimore and Harvey Lodish.  He received his PhD 
at the University of Washington under Ben Hall and was a postdoc with Bill Wood at the University of Colorado.  
Dr. Johnson is a pioneer in the application of molecular and genetic analyses to the study of aging with his seminal 
work on the nematode C. elegans being published in 1982. He has been called the father of genetic research in 

aging. He has won most of the awards in the field of aging and gerosciences and is a Fellow of the American Academy of Sciences.  

Dr. Johnson will focus on the nature of hormesis. Using the nematode C. elegans, he found a profound response to exposure to a range of 
toxins that include heat, heavy metals, paraquat, hydrogen peroxide, and other forms of oxidative stress. The age-1 mutation, for which he 
is largely credited, causes increased tolerance to a similar set of stressors.  Most Age mutants modify this response to stress, demonstrating 
that extended longevity is directly associated with increased multi-focal stress resistance.  

Johnson’s lab demonstrated a profound non-linear relationship between heat and other stressors: at low stressor levels, there is a 
consistent ~20% increase in stress resistance and longevity. This relationship has since been shown to be modulated by the insulin-
like pathway that includes age-1.  Dietary restriction (probably also a form of hormesis) has been studied in some detail in worms and 
in mice.  The hormetic response occurs as soon as a worm is exposed to a moderate stress.  He has extended these studies partly by 
establishing a stochastic model of response to stress. His current work utilizes an ingenious method for identifying novel drug targets for 
increased healthspans in a mouse model.  

(Dr. Johnson would like to acknowledge seminal funding from the Glenn Foundation, the Ellison Foundation, anonymous donors, as 
well as substantive support from the State of Colorado and especially the NIH and NSF.)

SCIENTISTS FOR ACCURATE RADIATION INFORMATION (SARI)  
In 2013, in response to the harm caused by the misinformation propagated regarding radiation effects in Fukushima, following the 
initiative of Dr. Bobby Scott of Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute, a group of about 20 scientists formed a new group known as 
Scientists for Accurate Radiation Information (SARI) with the following Charter and Mission:

Charter: The objective of this group is to monitor for and counter nuclear/radiological misinformation that could adversely impact the 
world’s ability to respond effectively to nuclear and radiological challenges, to the end point of saving lives.  

Mission: To help prevent unnecessary, radiation-phobia-related deaths, morbidity, and injuries associated with distrust of radio-
medical diagnostics/therapies and from nuclear/radiological emergencies through countering phobia-promoting misinformation 
spread by alarmists via the news and other media, including journal publications.

New Members are required to be nominated by a present member and supported by two additional members. There is an Associate 
Member category for non-scientists who are interested in furthering SARI’s Charter and Mission.  SARI membership has grown steadily 
since 2013 and it currently has 97 members and 10 Associate Members.

Continued on next page
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AWARDEE PRofILE: new InveStIgator
GIANCARLO LOPEZ-MARTINEZ 
A Puerto Rico native, Dr López-Martínez received his MS and PhD from the Ohio State University with a focus on 
stress physiology of temperate and polar insects. A big component of his graduate work was rooted in hormesis and 
the protective benefits that low-levels of stress have against higher levels of different stressors (cross tolerance). 
He joined the lab of Dr Daniel Hahn at the University of Florida where he worked on low-oxygen hormesis and the 
reduction of post-irradiation oxidative damage. It was while at Florida that he became interested in the long-term 
effects of hormesis and how sexual performance and longevity can be improved by hormetic approaches.  This 
work led to real world hormetic applications in pest control by improving a commonly used pesticide-free control 

tactic called the sterile insect technique (SIT).

During his time at the University of Florida, Dr López-Martínez became more interested in free radical-mediated damage and how 
damage from all types of environmental stresses is driven by free radicals and lead to oxidative damage. Thus, he started using oxidative 
damage markers as indicators for environmental stress and as a potential way of tracking the effectiveness of hormetic interventions. 
Through the use of oxidative damage biochemistry, he has linked free radical damage to decreases in performance, reproduction, and 
longevity. At the same time, he has used hormetic approaches to reduce free radical damage and improve organismal performance.

Dr López-Martínez started his own lab in the Biology Department at New Mexico State University in 2013 where he focuses on the 
short and long-term effects of environmental stressors in animals (mostly insects). He has received funding from the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to improve radiation-based pest control strategies and from the National Science Foundation (NSF) to 
purchase a cabinet x-ray irradiator to continue his work on the improvement of post-irradiation performance via low-oxygen hormesis. 
Additionally, his lab is currently funded by the National Institute of Health (NIH) on a project aimed at the long-term effects of hormesis 
at improving lifespan (longevity) and healthspan (reproductive output and immune function).

AWARDEE PRofILE: leaderShIP
CAROL MARCUS
Carol Marcus was born and raised in New York City.  She received her B.S. in General Biology in 1960, an M.S. in 
Radiation Biology in 1961, and a Ph.D. in Physical Biology in 1963, all at Cornell University.  She spent a year doing 
radiobiology research at the RVO-TNO in Rijswijk, The Netherlands.  She then worked at the Laboratory of Nuclear 
Medicine and Radiation Biology at UCLA, taught general biology at Santa Monica College for several years, and 
then went to USC to teach radiobiology, radioisotope methodology, and journal club in their new radiopharmacy 
graduate program.  This continued for 17 years.  Several years after starting at USC she began medical school, 
graduating valedictorian and doing an internship and residency in internal medicine and then a second residency 

in nuclear medicine.  She then became Assoc, Director of Nuclear Medicine at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, a position she held for 17 
years until retirement as Professor of Radiological Sciences at UCLA.  After retirement she became Prof. of Radiation Oncology at UCLA 
and taught radiopharmaceutical therapy to the radiation oncology residents and nuclear medicine residents, and eventually became a 
Prof. of Molecular and Medical Pharmacology (Nuclear Medicine) at UCLA as well.  She has had a consulting business on the side since 
1970.  Throughout her career she has been active in government affairs, serving as Chair of the Government Relations Committee of 
the Society of Nuclear Medicine and of the American College of Nuclear Physicians for many years and being a member or Chairman of 
advisory committees at the FDA, NRC, and U.S. Pharmacopoeia.  She was President of the California Chapter of the American College of 
Nuclear Physicians for eight years and Vice-President of the Society of Nuclear Medicine.
She has been married for 57 years and has two children and seven grandchildren.

SCIENTISTS FOR ACCURATE RADIATION INFORMATION (SARI)  Continued
Discussions among SARI members take place in a very active Google Group. SARI has written several open letters to advisory bodies, 
government agencies, etc. in an attempt to influence them to recognize the growing evidence for the baselessness of the linear no-
threshold (LNT) model and for the validity of radiation hormesis. SARI has also responded to government requests for public input on 
radiation matters. 

Recently SARI submitted a petition to US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) signed by 24 members (in support of a similar one by 
Dr. Carol Marcus of UCLA) urging NRC to abandon the LNT model and instead use radiation hormesis as the scientific basis for setting 
radiation safety regulations.  NRC is currently considering these petitions. This is indeed an encouraging sign. 
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AWARDEE PRofILE: leaderShIP
MARK L. MILLER, CHP
Registration: Certified Health Physicist (Comprehensive and Power Reactor), American Board of Health Physics 
(1986); Recertified through 2018.

New Mexico Certificate of Registration  386-8.

Fields of Competence: Radiation dose and risk assessment; radiation measurement and sampling techniques 
and procedure development; design and implementation of environmental and personnel radiation monitoring 
programs; emergency planning and response; transportation and disposal of radioactive waste; computer 
programming as required for data management and analysis; radiation safety training and public speaking; and as 

low as reasonably achievable (ALARA) program design and implementation.

Credentials:  M.S., Radiological Health Physics—Colorado State University (1976); B.S., Physical Science—University of Wyoming 
(1975); Member of the National Health Physics Society; Health Physics Society, Rio Grande Chapter (President, 1992); Member of the 
American Nuclear Society

Employment History:

Key Projects:
Sandia - Radiological Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, Sandia National Laboratories, New Mexico and Tonopah, Nevada, 
Project Manager
Weston - Radiological Risk Assessment and Project Health Physics Support, Sandia Environmental Restoration Project, Characterization 
Support to Demolition and Decommissioning (D&D); Program Development, Radioactive Discharge Management Program, City of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; Program and Technical Management, Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial Action (UMTRA) Program, Albuquerque, 
NM, Department of Energy.
Northern States Power, Monticello, MN, Nuclear Generating Plant, Health Physics Support, Lead Health Plant Physicist. 
Washington Public Power Supply System, Environmental Health Physicist  - Radiological Environmental Monitoring Programs Design, 
Hanford and Satsop, Washington. 
Battelle Northwest Labs, Richland, WA, Statistical Data Analysis, , Senior Research Scientist. 
Over 55 Publications and Presentations

2016 - Retired!
2004-2015  
Sandia National Laboratories
1987-2004 
Weston Solutions, Inc.

1982-1987 
Northern States Power, 
Monticello Power Plant

1979-1982 
Washington Public Power 
Supply System

1979 
Exxon Nuclear Company
1976-1979 
Battelle, Pacific Northwest 
Laboratory
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